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Proclamation 7503 of November 15, 2001
America Recycles Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

We must preserve our natural heritage by serving as good stewards of
our land. Recycling helps to serve this important function by conserv-
ing our natural resources as we reuse them where we can. Recycling
safeguards our environment and helps keep America beautiful for
present and future generations,

The United States generates more than 230 million tons of municipal
solid waste every year, which amounts to four and a half pounds of
trash per person per day. However, thanks to the efforts of the Amer-
ican people, we are now recovering more than 64 million tons of usa-
ble material annually, and that rate has doubled since 1990.

Successful recycling includes not only the collection of materials, but
also the manufacture of new products and the purchase of recycled
content products, Buying products made of recycled materials contrib-
utes to domestic energy conservation and ultimately, a cleaner environ-
ment. For example, recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy
to run a television set for three hours. Recycling a ton of glass saves
the equivalent of 9 gallons of fuel oil, and recycling solid waste pre-
vents the release of 37 million tons of carbon into the air—roughly the
amount emitted annually by 28 million cars.

As more products made with recycled materials reach the marketplace,
individual consumers, corporations, and Federal agencies are purchas-
ing these goods as cost-effective and responsible business solutions.
Such items may range from recycled content paper, retread tires, and
re-refined oil, to concrete and insulation containing recycled materials.

Our Nation is making great progress by recycling, but we can and must
do better. America Recycles Day 2001 represents a partnership among
Government, industry, and envimnmentaf] organizations to promote re-
cycling and to encourage the participation of all our citizens. As part
of the event, the Federal Government hosted a poster contest for the
children of Federal employees to help raise awareness in the Govern-
ment, and across the Nation, of the need to continue protecting the en-
vironment by recycling. All Americans can help “Close the Recycling
Circle,” by recycling products in our homes, schools, offices, and com-
munities, and also by purchasing products made from recycled mate-
rials. These recycling and remanufacturing activities help conserve re-
sources and also stimulate our economy by creating jobs and revenue.

Last year, more than 3 million people in all 50 States and 2 U.S. terri-
tories committed to reduce, reuse, and recycle more and to buy recy-
cled products. For America Recycles Day 2001, I encourage all Ameri-
cans to build on these achievements by recycling and by purchasing
and using products made from recycled materials. These responsible
actions can help protect our environment and conserve natural re-
sources for the benefit of all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November
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15, 2001, as America Recycles Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-sixth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7504 of November 16, 2001
Thanksgiving Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Nearly half a century ago, President Dwight Eisenhower proclaimed
Thanksgiving as a time when Americans should celebrate “the plenti-
ful yield of our soil . . . the beauty of our land . . . the preservation
of those ideals of liberty and justice that form the basis of our national
life, and the hope of international peace.” Now, in the painful after-
math of the September 11 attacks and in the midst of our resolute war
on terrorism, President Eisenhower's hopeful words point us to our
collective obligation to defend the enduring principles of freedom that
form the foundation of our Republic.

During these extraordinary times, we find particular assurance from
our Thanksgiving tradition, which reminds us that we, as a people and
individually, always have reason to hope and trust in God, despite
great adversity. In 1621 in New England, the Pilgrims gave thanks to
God, in whom they placed their hope, even though a bitter winter had
taken many of their brethren. In the winter of 1777, General George
Washington and his army, having just suffered great misfortune,
stopped near Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, to give thanks to God. And
there, in the throes of great difficulty, they found the hope they needed
to persevere. That hope in freedom eventually inspired them to victory,

In 1789, President Washington, recollecting the countless blessings for
which our new Nation should give thanks, declared the first National
Day of Thanksgiving. And decades later, with the Nation embroiled in
a bloody civil war, President Abraham Lincoln revived what is now an
annual tradition of issuing a presidential proclamation of Thanks-
giving. President Lincoln asked God to “heal the wounds of the nation
and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes
to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity, and Union."

As we recover from the terrible tragedies of September 11, Americans
of every belief and heritage give thanks to God for the many blessings
we enjoy as a free, faithful, and fair-minded land. Let us particularly
give thanks for the selfless sacrifices of those who responded in service
to others after the terrorist attacks, setting aside their own safety as
they reached out to help their neighbors. Let us also give thanks for
our leaders at every level who have planned and coordinated the myr-
iad of responses needed to address this unprecedented national crisis.
And let us give thanks for the millions of people of faith who have
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